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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
betweer
the U.S. Department of Erergy
and
177 Health Flan

1. EACKGROUND

P.L. 96-2@5 authcrized the establishmernt of a specific propram of
camprehensive health care under the Department of the Irnterior
for the pecples of the four atolls of Eikini, Ernewetak, Rorigelap,
and Utrik wha were affected by the U.S5. wiuclear testing program.
ARccordinnly, a medical treatment and care program was implemented
by DOI ir the Marshall Islards. This program became the
respoansibility of the Goverrment of the Republic of the Marshall
Icslarnds with implementaticon of the Compact of Free Rssoaciation
(F. L. 99-253) arnd it 1s presently knowrn as the 177 Health Flan
{hereinafter referred to as the FLAND.

The Department of Evergy through F.l.s 35-134, 96-2@%5, and
33~-233, has provided medical surveilllance and momitoring of those
irdividuals in the Marshall Islards who were exposed to
ragiloactive fallout as a result of the rnuclear testirno proopram.
The &%3 cocriginally exposed persons of Rorgelap and Utrik have
beern moanitared and treated by DUOE throuph the medical department
of Brockhaverr Natiornal Laboratory sirnce 1354, The expased
populaticorn now riumbers 163,

I1. OBJECTIVES

Overall responsibility for health care anmd treatment 1v the
Marcshall Islarnds rests with the Mirnistry of Health Services,
Republic of the Marshall Islards. Orie of i1ts princiopal
cEjectives 1 to enmsuwre that the cerneral health care of the
populaticrn 1s delivered within a coordinated, umified framework.
Rcocaordivoly, the FPLAN 1= admimicstered as a urnique but integrated
part of the government's health care system.

The FLAGN's major objective 1 to provide and/or arrarpge for the
pr ovaision and delivery of pramary, secondary, and tertiary health
services and educaticn to the pecples of the Four Atalls (Bikinig,
Eriewet ak, Ronmoelap, arnd Utrik).

The DOE’s objective 1= ta work within the framewcrk of the
Republic of the Marshall Islarnds health care system to the
marximun externt pocssitle and provide to the expased poapulation
crnly the special momitoring and diagriostic proceduwres required to
serve their umiqgque medical reeds.

Iri corder to ernsure that health care and services are provided to
the pecples affected by cor expased to riuclear testing in a
unified, cocrdinated, and unduplicated marmer, the 177 HEALTH
PLAN and the DEFARTMENT 0OF ENERGY, with the coricurrernce of the
Miristry of Health of the Republic of the Marshall Islands, agree
on the fcollowing understarndirngs:
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II1rI. UNDERSTANDINGS

A. The FLAN will examine and treat eligible individuals from the
abcve four atolls, including exposed persans who are on the DOE
lists, arnd at no additional cost to DOE. The DOE will likewise
examire anmd treat the PLAN's eligible individuals as time permits
during the ccurse of monitoring the exposed populaticrn while on
medical surveys in the cuter islarnds of Utrik and Rorgelap
(Mejato), and at no cost to the FLAN. DOE will alsc take and
examine the PLAN's cornsultaticorns while on medical surveys in the
Marshall Islarnds, alsco without cost.

E. The PLAN and the DOE will coordinate medical referrals within
and cutside the Marshall Islarnds inscfar as concerns the FLAN and
DOE eligible irndividuals. The FLAN is respornsible for referrals
of four atoll eligible individuals to treatment facilities within
and ocutside the Marshalls Islands, with orne exception, and the
FLAN will assume medical, transportation, and related costs for
such referrals. The exception is for certain exposed and
matching cormtroal persons identified by DOE for referral cutside
of the Marshall Islards for diagricostic procedures or treatment

of possible radiation relatable effects. DOE arnd/cr EBNL will
assume the costs assoaciated with such referrals and will
cocrdinate its referral activities with REFMAR.

C. The FLAN and the DOE will excharnge informatiorn anmd medical
records o eligable, individuals within their respective
programs, on a consistent anmd frequent basis inm accordarce with
procedures to be established betweern the FPLAN and DOE. It 1s
ricted that Eroaokhaver Naticral Laboratory will make its uniquely
developed medical reccords computer program available to the FLAN,
1T requested.

D. The PLAN ard the DOE will share rescources and staff. when
practical arnd feasible, to facilitate the achievement of their
respective objectives. Thais shall include the use of medical
persarmel, equipment, supplies, comnmunication gear, assigned
radic freouvencies, means of tranmsportation, etc., particularly
during DOE's ship-supported medical survey missicns or FLAN faeld
visits. Such sharing shall be ccordinated thyough the DOE
representative during field missions or through subsidiary
agreements (such as that which goverrs the FLAN’Ss

uce of the DOE's examination trailer at Ebeye, etc.).

E. The FLAN and the DOE will establish writtern procedures and
mearns of cocordination as scon as practicable to implement this
Memorandum of Urnderstanding. For its part, the DOE will develop
and issue a PRASO Starndard Operating Frocedure. The procedures
and cocordinatior steps will be developed i1n consultatiorn with the
Ministry of Health, Republic of the Marshall Islands.

F. Prcgram authcorities for the implementation of this MOU are the
Administrator, 177 Health Flar and the Directcr, Pacific Area
Suppcrt Office, DOE. It is rcoted that broad authority aver the
PLAN may be exercised by the Secretary, Ministry of Health



Services, to ernsure that its activaties are cucrdinated within
its unified health services system. It 1s likewise roted that
the procedural aspects of DDE's implementaticon of the MOU shall
be typically exercised by Brackhaver National Laboratory.

IV.FACILITIES

The PLAN arnd the DDE have specific facilities whose coordinated
use arnd shared access will conmtribute significanmtly to their
respective and mutual programs:
n. DOE

1. Medical survey vessel
M. V. Liktarur 111 staticred at Kwajalein which suppcrts up to
two missicns per year.

2. Air-conditioned examination and
labcratory trailers (2) at Ebeye Island adjacert to Ebeve
Hospital.

3. Fortable examirnaticorn vans (female & male) at
Kwajalein.

4, Peortable radicgraphy/mammography van at
Kwagaleinr.

S. Research field statiorns at Erewetak and EBikiri
(for logaistical support).

E. 177 Health Flan.

All facilities belarng toc and are operated

by the Miriistry of Health and/cr its conmtractor, Mercy
Internaticoral Health Services which alsc 1s a sub-comtractor for
administration and financial operatiorn of the FLAN. They waould
include access to and use of:

1. Majurc and Ebeye Hospitals.

<. Iclarnd dispensaries at Ernewetak, Ujelarng, Ejit,
Meiato, ULterak, Kili, bMedrir.

It 1s recogrized by the FLAN arnd the DOE that the cbjectives of
this MOU carn rnot be realized without the involvemernt,
participation, and contribution of the Mimistry of Health
Services, Republic of the Marshall Islands. Acecardaingly, bath
parties will continue to seex guicdarnce from and to comsult with
the Ministry on their plans and missians. DOE w211 rely, in
particular, orn REFMAR fcr staff support and services to its
medical surveys, arnd will, whern feasible and practical, recruit
micssion staff 1rm accordarce with Ministerial health reeds and
prricrities as well as arrarnge for the participaticon of Fublic
Health teamis) 1irn its missions, etc.

Y. REVIEW AND CONCURRENCE

A. This Memorandum of Urderstanding will be reviewed and
updated armually by the program authorities or their
desigriees.

K. Nco part of these understandings may be implemented without
the review and concurrence of the Secretary, Ministry of Health
Services.



J.H. Dryden, DARTE James Kellcgg DARTE
Director, FASD Administrator, 177 Health Flan

U.S.D.0.E.

Reviewed By: Reviewed Ey:

M. U. Erowri, RAOCO/DOE/NV Terry Barber, Contract Administrataor,
Mercy Interrnaticrnal Health Services

CONCURRENCE » DATE:
Secretary, Ministry of Health Services
Republic of the Marshall Islards



